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President Tegeltija, distinguished members of the judiciary of Bosnia and Herzegovina, ladies and gentlemen, 
In some minutes, Mr Francesco Caruso is going to provide you with a general overview on the European Integration Process and a more specific presentation on the EU Peer Review Missions. 

It is not therefore my intention to anticipate his presentation but, in light of the support the majority of the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina give to the EU integration process, I have asked President Tegeltija for the opportunity to address you briefly. I am very thankful and appreciative for his support. Let me as well acknowledge the excellent cooperation with the HJPC over the past years, in particular when it comes to the conduct of peer review missions. We will continue to strongly support the efforts of the judiciary in strengthening the rule of law, for which the HJPC, with its Presidency, Secretariat, and various working bodies, has a particular role to play.
Members of the High Judicial and Prosecutorial Council, Court Presidents, Chief Prosecutors, you are the drivers of the judicial and prosecutorial services of this country. You are the ones ultimately responsible for entrenching the rule of law when it comes to its cornerstones - independence, efficiency, quality and accountability of the judiciary.

The judiciary is a key pillar of every democratic society built on the rule of law. This is not an abstract image. In many parts of the world, judicial office holders are being imprisoned or even killed for upholding, at all costs, the rule of law. When the judicial pillar is weak, the rule of law and democracy itself risk falling apart. As regards the judiciary of Bosnia and Herzegovina, you are being challenged and your independence is too often put in question. Undue pressure and political interferences remain a reality for many as well as low public confidence in the efficiency and integrity of the judiciary. 
You have the support of the European Union to carry on your mission, a support that is political, technical and financial, with the ultimate goal to secure your independence.

However, with greater independence come greater responsibilities. Your primary responsibility is towards the citizens of this country, who deserve a well-functioning judiciary as there cannot be a solid socio-economic development without it, nor can there be protection of human rights, or a successful fight against organised crime, corruption or terrorism.
And the rule of law is at the core of the European Union accession process, in which any aspiring country must prove its capacity to ensure the stability of institutions guaranteeing the rule of law, and by doing so to give evidence of an independent, impartial, accountable and professional judiciary. Your role in the success of the EU accession process of Bosnia and Herzegovina is therefore crucial – as well as your responsibility.

The credibility of the accession process of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the European Union depends largely of the existence of a well-functioning judiciary. It depends on YOU.  
The independence, impartiality, accountability, transparency, professionalism and efficiency of the judiciary in BiH are not negotiable and must be upheld until the very end of the accession process, as well as after. The EU has instruments of verification on how the rule of law is respected in its Member States throughout the Union, and it is using them. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina has reached an important juncture in its European integration process. The European Commission is preparing its Opinion (Avis) on Bosnia and Herzegovina's application for EU membership. This is why Commissioner Hahn addressed a comprehensive Questionnaire to Chairman Zvizdic last December, and is now waiting for a single set of replies from the BiH authorities. Based on the Commission Opinion, the EU Council will draft the roadmap of reforms that Bosnia and Herzegovina will need to address in order to open accession negotiations. 
Overall it would not make sense to align the legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina with EU law if the judiciary of Bosnia and Herzegovina were not capable of effectively enforcing rights and obligations stemming from this process. Within EU Member States, the concept of the 'natural judge' means that the respect of EU law is responsibility of every and any judge in the country. Once Bosnia and Herzegovina becomes an EU Member State, EU law will speak through you; hence prepare yourself for that role. In the same vein, faced to common threats, we need to be reassured that prosecutors in any Member States as well as in Bosnia and Herzegovina are equally professional and pro-active.

Let me recall that the litmus test of the functioning of the judiciary is its track record. This is not a statistical exercise, but clear evidence that the judicial system delivers – evidence for the citizens of the country as well as for all EU citizens.
The European Union is supporting, and will continue to support you in furthering judicial reforms in Bosnia and Herzegovina, through policy advice and expert assistance. Francesco Caruso will now tell you more about the nature of our support, the necessary reforms already identified that we consider fundamental and the recommendations EU Member States experts, your peers, have provided to help you in this task. 
Let me however highlight that the peer review missions are not an exercise producing reports destined to accumulate dust on forgotten shelves or be archived in computer folders that nobody will open again. Peer Review findings are an important input in the opinion process preparation and the recommendations stemming from the peer reviews have therefore to be taken very seriously. Enforcement of these recommendations will lead to an improvement of the BiH judiciary that will be reflected positively in the Commission Opinion.

Rule of law issues have to be tackled at an early stage of the accession process. Therefore, the pace of this process depends largely on the reforms in the rule of law area – first and foremost the judicial reforms. Certainly the legislator has to ensure that the legal framework of the judiciary is in line with European standards. But the success of these reforms depend also on YOU, on your readiness in improving existing practices, and give to the already existing warrantees for your independence real life, by interpreting them with your concrete work day by day. It means you will be praised for the successes and accountable for the failures. You will succeed or fail together. 

Finally, while the judiciary must remain independent, the judiciary is not an isolated island. You are part of the society of Bosnia and Herzegovina and you work for all of its representatives. You must work with other branches of power, with the media and civil society and you must turn occasional constructive criticism to your advantage. Our dialogue with Bosnia and Herzegovina and the judiciary in particular is a transparent process and we have published our criticisms, concerns as well as our positive remarks on the progress made in our annual reports on BiH - and the upcoming Opinion will not derogate to this approach.  
We want YOU to find systemic solutions to systemic problems as it is not up to us to assess the individual works of prosecutors or judges or to assess the way certain cases should be prosecuted and tried. YOU are the BiH judiciary and it is your responsibility to develop the capacities and mechanisms to ensure a professional, impartial and independent system as the basis of a sustainable entrenchment of the rule of law.

Only by remaining independent and transparent in the delivery of justice, as well as accountable for the work you deliver on an everyday basis, you will nurture the citizens' trust in the judicial institutions of this country and therefore gain the best defence against attempts at undue political interference on your work. 
I wish you a successful conference and thank you very much for your attention.
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